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House Committee Resources: Criminal Jurisprudence

The committee has requested written submissions on the following topics. Below are
resources related to those topics.

House Committee on

Charge 1: Monitor the agencies and programs under the Committee's jurisdiction and
oversee the implementation of relevant legislation passed by the 86th Legislature.
Conduct active oversight of all associated rulemaking and other governmental actions
taken to ensure intended legislative outcome of all legislation, including the following:

° , Which relates to the production and transportation of hemp. Examine
current procedures and resources used to determine the amount of
tetrahydrocannabinol in a substance and prosecutorial impediments to ensuring
existing state law can be enforced.

. ’
Texas A&M Today, Texas A&M University, April 8, 2020
[ J
(Regarding the new THC testing methodology),
February 18, 2020
° , Texas Department of Agriculture
° , Texas Department of State Health Services

House Committee on

Charge 2: Study current practices and enforcement of criminal laws for non-violent
Class C Misdemeanors. Examine the benefits of citations in lieu of arrests and fine-only
offenses, the nexus between recidivism and "debtors' prisons,” and all programs within
the criminal justice system that levy fines, fees, and related penalties.

, Brennan Center for Justice, November 21, 2019
° , National Conference of State Legislatures,
January 29, 2019

, Office of the Texas Attorney General, Revised March 2018


https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/schedules/html/C2202020102200001.HTM
https://lrl.texas.gov/legis/billSearch/BillDetails.cfm?legSession=86-0&billTypeDetail=HB&billnumberDetail=1325&submitbutton=Search+by+bill
https://today.tamu.edu/2020/04/08/is-it-hemp-or-marijuana-scanning-technology-may-provide-an-instant-answer/
https://www.dps.texas.gov/CrimeLaboratory/documents/thcMethodologyUpdate.pdf
https://www.dps.texas.gov/CrimeLaboratory/documents/thcMethodologyUpdate.pdf
https://www.texasagriculture.gov/RegulatoryPrograms/Hemp.aspx
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/consumerprotection/hemp-program/default.aspx
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/schedules/html/C2202020102200002.HTM
https://www.brennancenter.org/sites/default/files/2019-11/2019_10_Fees%26Fines_Final5.pdf
https://www.brennancenter.org/sites/default/files/2019-11/2019_10_Fees%26Fines_Final5.pdf
https://www.ncsl.org/research/civil-and-criminal-justice/misdemeanor-sentencing-trends.aspx
https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/sites/default/files/files/divisions/criminal-justice/PenalCode-Offenses-byRange.pdf
https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/sites/default/files/files/divisions/criminal-justice/PenalCode-Offenses-byRange.pdf
https://www.aclutx.org/sites/default/files/field_documents/debtorsprisonfinal_0.pdf
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° , American
Civil Liberties Union of Texas, November 2016
[ ]
, International Association of Chiefs of Police, 2016
° (Texas), Criminal Justice Policy
Program, Harvard Law School

House Committee on

Charge 3: Review the overall state of indigent defense and delivery of services to
indigent defendants in Texas under the Fair Defense Act and other applicable laws.
Examine the procedures for the appointment of counsel, including public defender
options for rural communities, the monitoring of workloads and performance of
attorneys, and the funding of those services. Examine counsel options for indigent
defendants during magistrate proceedings and the administration and funding of
county indigent defense systems. (Joint charge with the House Committee on County
Affairs)

° , Texas Indigent Defense Commission, May 2020
° , Texas Indigent Defense Commission, FY 2019
° , Brennan Center for

Justice, September 9, 2019

[ ]
, Pursuant to a Legislative Budget FY
2018-2019, 85th Texas Legislature, Public Policy Research Institute, Texas A&M
University, December 2018

o ( - Indigent Defense and
Innocence Projects), House Committee on Criminal Jurisprudence, January 2017
° (Legislative Brief), Texas Association of Counties, January 2017

[ J
, Texas Indigent Defense Commission, 2017

House Committee on

Charge 4: Review trial court procedures in capital sentencing, and implementation
applicable law in direct appeal and writ proceedings in capital cases, for compliance
with constitutional protections and conflict of interest rules.

° , National Conference of State Legislatures, March

24, 2020
° , National Conference of State

Legislatures, March 23, 2020


https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/sites/default/files/files/divisions/criminal-justice/PenalCode-Offenses-byRange.pdf
https://www.aclutx.org/sites/default/files/field_documents/debtorsprisonfinal_0.pdf
https://www.theiacp.org/sites/default/files/all/c/Citation%20in%20Lieu%20of%20Arrest%20Literature%20Review.pdf
https://www.theiacp.org/sites/default/files/all/c/Citation%20in%20Lieu%20of%20Arrest%20Literature%20Review.pdf
https://cjdebtreform.org/state/124
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/schedules/html/C2202020102200003.HTM
http://www.tidc.texas.gov/media/58519/fda-fy19-21.pdf
http://tidc.tamu.edu/public.net/
https://www.brennancenter.org/sites/default/files/2019-09/Report_A%20Fair%20Fight.pdf
http://www.tidc.texas.gov/media/58074/cost-containment-report.pdf
http://www.tidc.texas.gov/media/58074/cost-containment-report.pdf
http://lbb.texas.gov/Documents/GAA/General_Appropriations_Act_2018-2019.pdf#page=563
https://lrl.texas.gov/scanned/interim/84/C868h.pdf
https://lrl.texas.gov/scanned/interim/84/C868h.pdf#page=27
https://county.org/TAC/media/TACMedia/Legislative/Indigent_Defense_Brief_Feb2017.pdf
http://www.tidc.texas.gov/media/51974/primer-for-tx-legislators-85x11-2017-_final.pdf
http://www.tidc.texas.gov/media/51974/primer-for-tx-legislators-85x11-2017-_final.pdf
http://www.tidc.texas.gov/
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/schedules/html/C2202020102200004.HTM
https://www.ncsl.org/research/civil-and-criminal-justice/death-penalty.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/research/civil-and-criminal-justice/capital-punishment-enactment-database.aspx
https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/death_penalty_moratorium/tx_complete_report.pdf
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, American Bar Association, September

2013

° , State Law Library

° , Jamail Center for Legal Research, Tarlton Law
Library, The University of Texas at Austin

° , Procedure in Capital Case

° , Procedure in Capital Case for
Offense Committed Before September 1, 1991

° , Procedure In Repeat Sex
Offender Capital Case

° , Capital Felony

House Committee on

Charge 5: Monitor the 's review of agencies and programs under the
Committee's jurisdiction. The Chair shall seek input and periodic briefings on
completed audits for the 2019 and 2020 fiscal years and bring forth pertinent issues for
full committee consideration.


https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/death_penalty_moratorium/tx_complete_report.pdf
https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/death_penalty_moratorium/tx_complete_report.pdf
https://www.sll.texas.gov/the-courts/texas-court-rules/
https://tarlton.law.utexas.edu/texas-death-penalty/intro
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/CR/htm/CR.37.htm#37.071
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/CR/htm/CR.37.htm#37.0711
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/CR/htm/CR.37.htm#37.072
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/PE/htm/PE.12.htm#12.31
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/schedules/html/C2202020102200005.HTM
http://sao.texas.gov/

